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was a cure for many diseases. The King appointed a Committee to report on this matter. On this Committee were several of the most eminent physicians and a number of scientific men, including Franklin and Lavoisier. Franklin drew up the report, which, while admitting that some of the phenomena were genuine, rejected altogether the existence of animal magnetism and ascribed the effects to physiological causes. It is clear that they were examples of what would now be called hypnotism, and that Mesmer was a man who possessed the power of hypnotising people to a remarkable degree. He realised that there was money to be made out of it, and employed some of the methods of the charlatan to make as much as possible. His cures may have been quite genuine, for hypnotism was employed in medical practice to an appreciable extent in France towards the end of the last century.
Physics, however, was only one of many branches of science in which Franklin did good work : he wrote on medicine, geology, aeronautics, agriculture, meteorology, political economy, chemistry, hygiene. He always had a keen eye for the practical application of any of his ideas. " What is the use of it ? " was the first thing he thought about. He upbraided himself if he indulged in " wild flights of fancy ", though he confesses to enjoy forming hypotheses, as they indulge his natural indolence : his most important scientific work, by the by, was the formation of a hypothesis. When he was working with the Leyden jar he applied the spark to electrocution, and was able to kill a turkey weighing ten pounds. He made a multitude of inventions of very varied kinds, of which a new kind of clock, bifocal spectacles, and the Pennsylvania fireplace for preventing heat being lost by going up the chimney, are but a few. He does not appear to have sought to make 257                                 s